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Which One Is A Drone? 

Any unmanned aircraft or ship that is guided remotely. 



UAV  
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) 

UAS  
(Unmanned Aircraft System) 



Recreational UAV Regulations 



Recreational UAV Regulations 

Pilot Requirement:   

Pilot Requirements No pilot requirements 

Aircraft Requirements Must be registered if over 0.55 lbs. 

Location Requirements 5 miles from airports without prior notification to airport 
and air traffic control 

Operating Rules Must ALWAYS yield right of way to manned aircraft 
Must keep the aircraft in sight (visual line-of-sight) 
UAS must be under 55 lbs. 
Must follow community-based safety guidelines 
Must notify airport and air traffic control tower before 
flying within 5 miles of an airport 

Example Applications Educational or recreational flying only 

Legal or Regulatory Basis Public Law 112-95, Section 336 – Special Rule for 
Model Aircraft 
FAA Interpretation of the Special Rule for Model 
Aircraft 



Commercial UAV Regulations 



Commercial UAV Regulations 
Pilot Requirements Must have Remote Pilot Airman Certificate 

Must be 16 years old 
Must pass TSA vetting 

Aircraft Requirements Must be less than 55 lbs. 
Must be registered if over 0.55 lbs. (online) 
Must undergo pre-flight check to ensure UAS is in 
condition for safe operation 

Location Requirements Class G airspace* 
Operating Rules Must keep the aircraft in sight (visual line-of-sight)* 

Must fly under 400 feet* 
Must fly during the day* 
Must fly at or below 100 mph* 
Must yield right of way to manned aircraft* 
Must NOT fly over people* 
Must NOT fly from a moving vehicle* 

Example Applications Flying for commercial use (e.g. providing aerial 
surveying or photography services) 
Flying incidental to a business (e.g. doing roof 
inspections or real estate photography) 

Legal or Regulatory 
Basis 

Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulation (14 CFR) 
Part 107 



Local UAV Enforcement 
Reckless Endangerment in the - 2nd Degree, Penal Law Section 120.20  
1st Degree,  120.25 



Local UAV Enforcement 
Reckless Endangerment in the - 2nd Degree, Penal Law Section 120.20  
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Local UAV Enforcement 
 
Privacy California Civil Code 1708.8(a) – prohibits physical 
invasion of privacy when a person knowingly enters upon the 
land of another without permission to capture any type of visual 
image, sound recording or other physical impression of a 
person engaging in a private, personal or familial activity in a 
manner which is offensive to a  
reasonable person.  
AB 856 amended the definition of physical invasion of privacy 
to include airspace above someone’s property.  
 
Liability up to 3 x any general and special damages caused by 
the invasion as well as a fine of $5,000 - $50,000  
 



Local UAV Enforcement 
 
Privacy California Civil Code 1708.8(a) 



Local UAV Enforcement 
 
Privacy California Civil Code 1708.8(a) 



Local UAV Enforcement 
 
 
Noise Long Beach, CA – 8.8.130 – Disturbing Noises 
Prohibited  
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, and in 
addition thereto, it is unlawful for any person to willfully make or 
continue, or cause to be made or continued, a loud, 
unnecessary or unusual noise which disturbs the peace and 
quiet of any neighborhood or which causes any discomfort or 
annoyance to any reasonable person of normal sensitiveness 
residing in the area.  
 
Example – Night (10:00 pm to 7:00 am) – 45 dBA (for 
reference, 45 dBA is considered a quiet urban nighttime 
environment, 44 dBA is a bird call)  
 



Local UAV Enforcement 
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Local UAV Enforcement 
Interference with Law Enforcement Washington State – 
RCW 9A.76.020  
 
Obstructing a law enforcement officer. (1) A person is guilty of 
obstructing a law enforcement officer if the person willfully 
hinders, delays, or obstructs any law enforcement officer in the 
discharge of his or her official powers or duties.  
 
 



There Is Also Good! 

 

•   Search & Rescue 
•   Security (Law Enforcement) 
•   Building Inspections 
•   Construction Project Inspections 
•   Economical Aerial Imaging (Mapping) 
•   Community Photo/Video Promotion 



Tug Hill Commission Video 
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