Plastic Discards in Rural Watersheds:
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Impacts of Plastic Pollution

Unsightly

Cost of cleanup, remediation, facility
maintenance and disposal

Vessels for invasive species

Larger pieces break down into smaller and
smaller particles

— Microplastics = Particles less than 5mm



Microplastics




Sample of Microplastics from Lake Ontario
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Solutions

* Bring your own reusable bagand @
drinking vessels

e Give out reusable items branded

with a message or logo from your
town

* Encourage local businesses to
incentivize the use of reusables
— Offer discount or enter into raffle

— Train employees to ask if customer
needs a bag

— Train servers to ask if customer
needs a straw




NY Municipalities with Bag Laws

Albany

East Hampton

East Hampton Town
East Hampton Village
Hasting On The River
Larchmont

Long Beach
Mamaroneck
Nassau

New Castle

New Paltz Village
New York City
Patchogue Village

Rockland

Rye

South Hampton Town
South Hampton Villlage
Southhold

Suffolk County
Tompkins County
Ulster

Westchester

Proposed:
Madison County



More Solutions

Encourage local restaurants to
use alternative to-go
containers (or bring your own
tupperware for leftovers!)

Lids for Recycling Bins

Increase public space
receptacles (grants available)

Clean/maintain stormwater
drains and grates
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