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The Tug Hill Region 

•  Concerns over the region’s economy and working forest lands led 
to creation of  the New York State Tug Hill Commission in 1972 

•  “The purpose of  the Commission is to enable local governments, 
private organizations, and individuals to shape the future of  the 
Tug Hill region, and to demonstrate and communicate ways that 
this can be done by other rural areas.  Commission programs are 
geared toward the conservation and productive use of  the natural 
resources of  the region, strengthening the long-term economy, 
employment, cultural and social resources, and the general well-
being of  the rural communities.”  -Executive Law Article 37, 
Section 847-a – Statement of  legislative findings and purpose; 
Chapter 440 of  the Laws of  1998. 



History of  the Commission’s GIS  



Planning 

Local assistance that leverages conservation 

Natural 
Resources 

Community 
Development 

•  Comprehensive planning 
& community surveys 

•  Local law & ordinance 
preparation 

•  Special Areas 
•  Training 

•  Watershed planning and 
restoration projects 

•  Recreation projects 
•  Regional natural 

resources issues and 
partnerships 

•  Main Street 
revitalization 

•  Historic preservation 
•  Infrastructure 

management 
•  Grant writing 



Comp plans 





Core forest 
analysis 



aquifer 













Resources 

•  Best Resource 
•  Data Sharing Cooperative/Data Repository 
•  Outreach 
•  Guidelines 
•  Aerial Imagery (Orthoimagery) 
•  Help Desk 

•  Data Repository 
•  Easy Access to Some Datasets 

http://cugir.mannlib.cornell.edu/ 
 

https://gis.ny.gov/ 
 

•  Data Repository 
•  Economic Development Generator 

•  NYS GIS Membership Site ($10/Year) 
•  Webinars, Training, Resources, Etc. 

https://data.ny.gov/ 
 

http://www.nysgis.net/ 
 



GPS Units 

Recreational Mapping Survey 



New Technology 

Tablet Smartphone Cloud Applications 

www.tughill.giscloud.com 
 



How To Get Started? 

Free/Low Cost Solution Resources Data Acquisition 

Data Collection Data Analysis 

(The products listed here are only for reference.) 

http://www.qgis.org/ 
 




